
Hello Students, Faculty, and Alumni once again… 

     It is with great pleasure that we welcome you 

all to our last edition of The Connection from the 

Fall 2009 Senior Professional 

Deve lopment  Seminar 

classes. This semester has 

been a rollercoaster of learn-

ing experiences and it has 

been a great honor for the 

both of us to serve as the 

Presidents of such a dynamic 

group of young professionals. 

This semester, the students 

in Senior Professional Devel-

opment Seminar worked 

long and hard to create an 

unforgettable experience that 

we can call our own.  Having 

watched our fellow class-

mates grow both profession-

ally and personally through 

new and creative ways to run 

Montague and Associates, 

leading up to two very suc-

cessful major events, Career 

Day and the Semi-Formal, we 

are very proud of what we all have accomplished . 

     Equipped with the skills learned in Senior Pro-

fessional Development Seminar and having the 

first hand experience of working with you all, we 

are confident that you all will go far in your re-

spected choice of careers. There is no doubt in 

our minds that some of you will go on to be top-

notch managers, supervisors, and even owners of 

your own companies. No matter where this in-

dustry leads you, we hope that you will continue 

to develop the skills you learned this semester 

and use your knowledge to teach and influence 

future generations. 

     As for the upcoming Senior Professional De-

velopment Seminar class of Spring 2010, we have 

seen your eagerness to get involved and we know 

you all will uphold the tradition of making Senior 

Professional Development Seminar not just an-

other class, but turning it into a life lesson with 

memories that never fade. So as we turn the reins 

over to you, we get to sit back and reflect at 

where we all were when we entered Senior Pro-

fessional Development Semi-

nar. We hope that all of you 

upcoming Senior Professional 

Development Seminar stu-

dents continue to think out-

side the box, be creative, and 
set the bar higher for the 

next group that follows. 

     As this semester draws to 

a close, we would like to 

thank everyone that has 

made this semester a memo-

rable one and extend to you 

all our sincere gratitude. We 

would like to thank all of the 

underclassman, graduate 

students, alumni, faculty, and 

staff members that have sup-

ported us throughout the 

semester at our events while 

also offering their advice and 

support. Thanks to all of you, 

we have developed the ability to confidently ap-

proach any challenge as an opportunity for success 

and look forward to the challenges that await. 

Lastly, we would like to extend one special thank 

you to our professor, Mr. Jeffrey Montague, for 

continually pushing us all to the limit and expanding 

our knowledge base about this professional world 

through social intelligence. 

     We wish all of our fellow classmates the best of 

luck with their internships and jobs. We also wish 

the best of luck to the next Senior Professional 

Development Seminar Class. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Vena, Career Day President 

Charlene Gay, Semi Formal President 
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Career Day 

By Alina Alter 

     The Temple University School 

of Tourism and Hospitality Man-

agement’s 18th Annual Career Day, 

held this past November 11th, was 

by all measures an overwhelming 

success. Approximately 30 indus-

try vendors and 350 students 

joined together for a great day of 

networking, exposure, and an 

exchanging of information and 

ideas. Mitten Hall’s Great Court 

was effectively transformed into a 

truly “global” forum, further en-

riching and enlivening the mood 

and the experience for all partici-

pants. Melanie Johnson, City Rep-

resentative for Philadelphia and 

Mayor Nutter's "right-hand 

woman," spoke eloquently and 

passionately about the need for 

strong workers, resources, and 

intellect within the city of Philadel-
phia, a timely and relevant message 

for STHM seniors as they prepare 

to enter the workforce. Counter-

intuitively, her message actually did 

supplement the theme of Global-

ism quite nicely, as her implication 

was not that students should never 

leave Philadelphia, but rather that 

future leaders should indeed travel 

the world, seek new and varied 

opportunities and information, 

expose themselves to foreign con-
cept and cultures, and then return 

to Philadelphia with that newfound 

wisdom and cultural capital to 

advance the revival of business, 

arts, and education currently un-

derway in the city. Needless to 

say, an event of this magnitude 

cannot be executed without a fair 

amount of labor, organization, 

planning, and token last-minute 

panicking. All of the necessary 

components (including invitations, 

marketing efforts, parking, food, 

brochures, décor, signage, and 

more) had to be coordinated 

seamlessly and efficiently in order 

to ensure a smooth flow of events 

and a flawless and holistic appear-

ance for participants. Feedback 

regarding the event was tremen-

dously positive; students were 

thrilled with the variety of vendors, 

which included representatives 

from the four major disciplines of 

Tourism, Hospitality, Sport, and 

Recreation, and vendors were 
impressed with the degree of pro-

fessionalism and enthusiasm exhib-

ited by Temple students. Senior 

Seminar Section Two students 

were ecstatic and relieved at the 

culmination of Career Day, and 

took ample time to reflect on its 

success and to identify possible 

areas of improvement for future 

classes. STHM’s 18th Annual Ca-

reer Day proved an invaluable 

experience for everyone involved 

in the planning, organizing, and 

executing of it, and hopefully set a 

high precedent for future Career 

Days to come. 

T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

Student Poll:  
Question: Reflect on  

Senior Seminar. 

 

 
“Senior Seminar taught me 

that I'm capable of more 

than I thought-- that I can 

think harder and better, do 

more, say more, and be 

more to others and to 

myself. I learned that only 

my own inhibitions can 

stop my success, and I feel 

empowered to learn more 

about the world's society 

and become an important 

part of it by overcoming 

every challenge my intern-

ship might present, and by 

continuing after graduation 

to be active and interested 

in as much of the world as I 

can be.” 

- Nicola Gleason 

Photos Credit: Clark Hu 
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Tourism and Hospitality Management Internships 
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Special thanks to the following sponsors: 

Charlene Gay  
Agency: Hyatt Hotels and  

Resorts 

Department: Sales 
Position: Corporate Management 

Trainee 

Location: Atlanta, GA 

 

Hillary Harvey  
Agency: 20 Manning 

Department: Operations 

Position: Operations Intern 

Location: Philadelphia, PA 

 

Sarah Budin  
Agency: African American Mu-

seum in Philadelphia 
Department: Membership  

Development 
Position: Membership and  

Program Development Intern 

Location: Philadelphia, PA 

 

Courtney Clarahan  
Agency: Temple University 

Department: Office of Special 

Events 
Position: Intern (Assist in the 

planning of Commencement for 

Spring Graduation 2010) 

Location: Philadelphia, Pa 

 

 

 

Austin Case  
Agency: Sponsor Philly Events/ 

The Delaware River Waterfront 

Corporation 

Department: Events/Marketing 

Position: Marketing Intern 

Location: Philadelphia, PA 

 

Shawn Landis 
Agency: Wegmans Food Market 

#36 
Department: Market Café  

Restaurant / Prepared Foods 
Position: Management Intern 

Year Four (Final Year)  
Location: Warrington, PA 

 

Caroline Olson  
Agency: Bucks County Confer-

ence and Visitors Bureau, Inc. 
Department: Meeting, Events, 

and Sports Marketing 
Position: Meeting, Events, and 

Sports Marketing Intern  
Location: Bensalem, PA 

 

Alina Alter  
Agency: W Hotels and Resorts 

Department: Banquet, Catering, 

and Conference Services  

Department  

Position: Intern 

Location: Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 

Nicola Gleason  
Agency: Harith Productions, Ltd.  

Department: (No specific  

department)  

Position: Meeting Assistant 

Location: Willow Grove, PA 

Traci Cornwell  
Agency: Madison Square Garden  

Department: Community  

Relations  

Position: Intern 

Location: New York, NY 

 

Kalvin Louw  
Agency: Casa Iguana 

Department: All Departments of 

the Resort 

Position: Intern 
Location: Little Corn Island, 

Nicaragua 

Rob Kang 
Agency: The Hub 

Department: Events & Meetings 

Position: Rotational Intern 

Location: Philadelphia, PA 

 

Angela Oh  
Agency: Shiraz Events 

Department: Special Events 

Position: Intern 

Location: New York, NY 

 

Larisa Zimmerman  
Agency: Darden Restaurants 

Department: Red Lobster 

Position: Management Intern 

Location: Langhorne, PA 

Student Poll:  
 

“Senior Sem has allowed me 

to grow tremendously so-

cially, academically, and pro-

fessionally. Perhaps the most 

invaluable lessons were re-

lated to group dynamics; in 

the classroom and beyond, it 

takes true skill, sensitivity, 

and determination to man-

age all of the different per-

sonalities, abilities, and work 

styles that people embody. 

Honoring that diversity while 

still working cohesively is 

tremendously challenging but 

ultimately equally rewarding. 

Learning how to establish a 

true leadership role without 

becoming a dictator will 

undoubtedly be a valuable 

skill to put to use during 

Senior Internship and my 

career beyond.” 

- Alina Alter 

 

 
“At the beginning of the 

semester, Senior Seminar 

was the most intimidating 

class ever. Being selected as 

Newsletter Committee 

Chair, I knew I had a lot of 

work ahead of me as a 

leader, writer, and editor. I 

was able to gain leadership 

skills and expand my com-

munication skills, which I will 

take with me into my intern-

ship and future. Lastly, I 

would like to personally 

thank each member of the 

Newsletter Committee for 

their support and hard work 

throughout this semester. I 

could not have done this 

without all of you.” 

- Jenny Phuong 
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T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

Sport and Recreation Management Internships 

Patrick Jennings  
Agency: United Sports Training 

Center 

Department: Inline Hockey 

Position: General Sports Intern 

Location: Downington, PA 

 

Joseph-Vincent 

Starecky  
Agency: Madison Square Garden 

Department: Client Services 

Position: Intern 

Location: New York, NY 

 

Timothy Murray  
Agency: BucksMont Indoor Sports 

Center 

Department: Operations 

Position:  Intern 

Location: Hatfield, PA 

 

Jason McKee 
Agency: Ed Snider Youth Hockey 

Foundation 

Position: Intern 

Location: Philadelphia, PA 

 

Kathleen Rafferty  
Agency: Baltimore Blast 
Department: Public and  

Community Relations 
Position: Day to Day and Game 

Day Staff Intern 

Location: Baltimore, MD 

 

 

 

 

Shane Berliner  
Agency: Memphis Redbirds 

Department: Stadium Operations 
Position: Stadium Operations 

Intern 

Location: Memphis, TN 

 

David Kangas 
Agency: Fuse TV 

Department: Advertising Sales 

Position: Ad Sales Intern 

Location: New York, NY 

 

Risa Kamien  
Agency: Madison Square Garden 

Department: Human Resources 
Position: Teams and  

Entertainment Intern 

Location: New York, NY 

 

Caitlyn Scudder  
Agency: Houston Astros 

Department: Community Affairs 
Position: Community Affairs  

Intern 

Location: Houston, TX 

 

Kathy Meins  
Agency: Houston Astros 
Department: Foundation  

Development 
Position: Foundation  

Development Intern 

Location: Houston, TX 

 

Dan OõConnor 
Agency: LaSalle University 

Department: Campus Recreation 
Position: Campus Recreation 

Intern 

Location: Philadelphia, PA 

 

Joshua Kropf 
Agency: Madison Square Garden 

Department: Facility Operations 

Position: Intern 

Location: New York, NY 

 

David Orr  
Agency: Camden Riversharks 

Department: Sponsorship/Public 

Relations 

Position: Intern 
Location: Camden, NJ 

 

Laura Iuliano  
Agency: Madison Square Garden 

Department: Event Presentation 

Position: Intern with Live Events 

Location: New York, NY 

 

Gregory Schafer  
Agency: Mercer County  

Community College 
Department: Athletics, Fitness, 

and Recreation 
Position: Athletic Department 

Intern 

Location: West Windsor, NJ 

 

Jonathan Leshner  
Agency: Philadelphia Union 

Department: Sales and Marketing 
Position: Sales and Marketing 

Intern 

Location: Chester, PA 

 

Special thanks to the following sponsors: 

Student Poll:  
 

“The entire Senior Seminar 

experience was valuable. 

Mr. Montague forces stu-

dents to step outside 

of their comfort zones. 

Senior Seminar was a real-

ity check. Mr. Montague 

has taught me to look at 

the world in a completely 

different way. I now watch 

programs on television that 

I would usually bi-pass such 

as CNN.” 

- Paige Sims 

 

 
“All of the challenges we 

faced in Senior Seminar this 

fall have prepared us for 

the next stage of our senior 

year, senior internship. The 

most valuable lesson I 

learned this semester was 
how to work with people, 

opinions aside. In the 

work environment, you 

may not agree or even like 

your co-workers, but it is 

essential for your job that 

you work alongside them 

to complete projects. This 

past semester was one big 

lesson on how to get the 

job done with multiple 

personalities, and it was 

a valuable lesson at that. 

This lesson I will be sure to 

take with me into my sen-

ior internship because I 

know the hospitality indus-

try is full of diverse indi-

viduals and one must know 

how to adjust to work with 

people different from your-

self. So to my classmates 

and Dean Montague, I am 

grateful because I have 

grown professional ly 

throughout the semester, 

and feel prepared and con-

fident going into my senior 

internship.” 

- Austin Case 
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Semi Formal 

T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

By Jonathan Ruiz 

 
     Professor Jeffrey Montague 

must have been out of his mind 

when forming a Project Commit-

tee composed of three Tourism 

and Hospitality Management stu-

dents, but also three more stu-

dents of the Sport and Recrea-

tion Management major. Also to 

make matters more complicated, 

he assigns one of the students in 

the Sport and Recreation major 

to be the leader of a group in 

charge of planning and executing 

a tourism event, the School of 

Tourism and Hospitality’s annual 

Semi Formal. 
     Questions quickly arose that 

day. Why would Professor Mon-

tague not have all six members of 

this committee be of the Tourism 

and Hospitality major? Why 
would he assign a person to be 

the chair of the committee that 

has never been in a leadership 

position before, also is of the 

wrong major, and has never even 

been involved in planning a social 

event?  Well, believe it or not, 

the Semi Formal was a success.  

Today, the only question that 

remains is; has anyone ever told 

Professor Montague that his 

teaching tactics might prove that 

he might be the smartest person 

in the world? 
     Almost nothing in this life 

comes easy and this includes 

event planning. The Semi Formal 

might have been completed, but 

the committee encountered 

many bumps along the road to 

success. The problem with event 
planning is that the event itself 

never occurs as one envisions it.  

The project committee had to 

quickly learn how to multi-task 

and how to not just be proactive, 

but also reactive. These skills 

came in handy when dealing with 

many of the aspects of the plan-

ning process that went wrong . 
     The day of the event, the 

committee encountered some 

obstacles but all of the members 

united and the event was a suc-

cess.  Everyone that attended was 

in great spirits and the positive 

energy was undeniable. The Semi 

Formal took months of planning 

and although not everything went 

according to plan, everyone for 

the most part, remained happy 

and enjoyed their evening. It was 

a great honor that Mr. Bill Fitz-

gerald, General Manager of the 

DoubleTree Philadelphia and 

President of the Greater Philadel-

phia Hotel Association was able 

to speak at the event. As the 

event concluded, each member 

realized that group unity and 

communication were also other 

key skills that each learned 

throughout the semester and are 

the reason why the event was 

accomplished. 
     Today, I am proud to say that 

I was that student, Jon Ruiz, as-
signed to lead the Project Com-

mittee to success. Our group was 

enriched with leadership, initia-

tive, professionalism, task orien-

tation, and dependability skills. It 

is an honor to have worked with 

Lakeisha Eaddy, Sarah Budin, 

Joshua Kropf, Carly Sokoloff and 

Joshua Seyler, as everything I 

learned was because of their help.  

Our group would like to thank 

everyone that attended and also 

both the Cutting Edge and Stu-

dent Without Borders classes for 

their help and support. At the 

end of the semester, we must all 

recognize that we were success-

ful thanks to Professor Montague 

and his ability to take chances on 

his students. His cunning ability to 

successfully risk aspects of his 

class in certain students makes 

him a genius. Maybe we should all 

get him to manage our risky in-

vestments so we can all become 

billionaires in the future. 

Student Poll:  
 
“I feel as though I have 

learned more in this one 

semester of senior seminar 

than I have learned in years 

of reading textbooks - 

things that I will use every-

day of my professional and 

personal career, that will 

help me grow and achieve 

the goals that I have set out 

for myself.” 

- Risa Kamien 

 

 
“I've learned a lot about 

myself through Senior 

Seminar. I know that I need 

to be challenged and 

pushed to my limits in or-

der to succeed and do the 

best job that I can. I come 

out of this class with life-

long friends, a greater de-
velopment of self and the 

capability to reach new 

heights in my internship and 

beyond.” 

- Courtney Clarahan 

Photo Credit: Jenny Phuong 
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T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

Special thanks to the following sponsors: 
 

 

Photos Credit: Angela Oh, Vivien Hsueh, and Jenny Phuong 
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T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

Special thanks to the following sponsors: 

S enior Seminar - Semi-Formal  

President:                                  Charlene Gay 

Vice President:                                 Hillary Harvey 

 

Volunteer/CPR & First Aid/Alumni:   

                                                          Chair-Gregory Schafer 

Natalie Dickerman, Kate McFarland, Kenyatta McKinney 

 

Marketing/Advertising:                      Chair-Katie Lamkey 

Ryan Foster, Devan Roberts, Lauren Harris 

 

Human Resources/Passport:                    Chair-Paige Sims 

Tim Murray, Shawn Landis, Risa Kamien 

 

Fundraising:                      Chair-David Kangas 

Austin Case, Dyonne Crudup, Diana Huynh,  

Robert Prince, Larisa Zimmerman 

 

Budget and Finance:                    Chair-Hillary Harvey 

Shane Berliner 

 

Newsletter:                      Chair-Jenny Phuong 

Vivien Hsueh, Melisa Baez, David Orr, Patrick Jennings 

 

Website Development:                      Chair-Tyrone Holt 

Tara Miller, Dan O’Connor 

 

Project Committee:                     Chair-Jonathan Ruiz 
Sarah Budin, Lakeisha Eaddy, Joshua Kropf, Joshua Seyler, 

Carly Sokoloff 

 

Sponsorship:                              Chair-Jonathan Leshner 

Courtney Clarahan, Nick Wagner, Kathy Meins 

S enior Seminar - Career Day  

President:                                             Thomas Vena 

Vice President:                               Kate Lukowska 

 

Volunteer/CPR & First Aid/Alumni Panel:         
                                                       Chair-Pavlos Stephanides 

Diane Nobles, Erin Higgins 

 

Marketing/Passport:                   Chair-Lascelles Chambers 

Valerie Heller, Elise Coyne, Caitlyn Scudder 

 

Fundraising:                              Chair-Kathleen Rafferty 

Joseph-Vincent Starecky, Megan Anthony,  

Candice Moore, Erin Knoblauch 

 

Budget and Finance:                             Chair-Laura Iuliano 

Amanda Ward 

  

Newsletter:                           Chair-Viji Simon 

Jason McKee, Kalvin Louw, Caroline Olson, Gida Musaj 

 

Website Development:                            Chair-Angela Oh 

Katie Nagele, Nicola Gleason 

 

Project Committee:                                Chair-Alina Alter 

Nicole Bizuga, Kamal Tucker, Kate Lukowska 

 

Sponsorship:                                  Chair-Marley Abram 

Traci Cornwell, Patricia Kaisinger, Robert Kang 
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