
Hello Students, Faculty, and Alumni once againé 

     It is with great pleasure that we welcome you 

all to our last edition of The Connection from the 

Fall 2009 Senior Professional 

Deve lopment  Seminar 

classes. This semester has 

been a rollercoaster of learn-

ing experiences and it has 

been a great honor for the 

both of us to serve as the 

Presidents of such a dynamic 

group of young professionals. 

This semester, the students 

in Senior Professional Devel-

opment Seminar worked 

long and hard to create an 

unforgettable experience that 

we can call our own.  Having 

watched our fellow class-

mates grow both profession-

ally and personally through 

new and creative ways to run 

Montague and Associates, 

leading up to two very suc-

cessful major events, Career 

Day and the Semi-Formal, we 

are very proud of what we all have accomplished . 

     Equipped with the skills learned in Senior Pro-

fessional Development Seminar and having the 

first hand experience of working with you all, we 

are confident that you all will go far in your re-

spected choice of careers. There is no doubt in 

our minds that some of you will go on to be top-

notch managers, supervisors, and even owners of 

your own companies. No matter where this in-

dustry leads you, we hope that you will continue 

to develop the skills you learned this semester 

and use your knowledge to teach and influence 

future generations. 

     As for the upcoming Senior Professional De-

velopment Seminar class of Spring 2010, we have 

seen your eagerness to get involved and we know 

you all will uphold the tradition of making Senior 

Professional Development Seminar not just an-

other class, but turning it into a life lesson with 

memories that never fade. So as we turn the reins 

over to you, we get to sit back and reflect at 

where we all were when we entered Senior Pro-

fessional Development Semi-

nar. We hope that all of you 

upcoming Senior Professional 

Development Seminar stu-

dents continue to think out-

side the box, be creative, and 
set the bar higher for the 

next group that follows. 

     As this semester draws to 

a close, we would like to 

thank everyone that has 

made this semester a memo-

rable one and extend to you 

all our sincere gratitude. We 

would like to thank all of the 

underclassman, graduate 

students, alumni, faculty, and 

staff members that have sup-

ported us throughout the 

semester at our events while 

also offering their advice and 

support. Thanks to all of you, 

we have developed the ability to confidently ap-

proach any challenge as an opportunity for success 

and look forward to the challenges that await. 

Lastly, we would like to extend one special thank 

you to our professor, Mr. Jeffrey Montague, for 

continually pushing us all to the limit and expanding 

our knowledge base about this professional world 

through social intelligence. 

     We wish all of our fellow classmates the best of 

luck with their internships and jobs. We also wish 

the best of luck to the next Senior Professional 

Development Seminar Class. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Vena, Career Day President 

Charlene Gay, Semi Formal President 
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Career Day 

By Alina Alter 

     The Temple University School 

of Tourism and Hospitality Man-

agementõs 18th Annual Career Day, 

held this past November 11th, was 

by all measures an overwhelming 

success. Approximately 30 indus-

try vendors and 350 students 

joined together for a great day of 

networking, exposure, and an 

exchanging of information and 

ideas. Mitten Hallõs Great Court 

was effectively transformed into a 

truly òglobaló forum, further en-

riching and enlivening the mood 

and the experience for all partici-

pants. Melanie Johnson, City Rep-

resentative for Philadelphia and 

Mayor Nutter's "right-hand 

woman," spoke eloquently and 

passionately about the need for 

strong workers, resources, and 

intellect within the city of Philadel-
phia, a timely and relevant message 

for STHM seniors as they prepare 

to enter the workforce. Counter-

intuitively, her message actually did 

supplement the theme of Global-

ism quite nicely, as her implication 

was not that students should never 

leave Philadelphia, but rather that 

future leaders should indeed travel 

the world, seek new and varied 

opportunities and information, 

expose themselves to foreign con-
cept and cultures, and then return 

to Philadelphia with that newfound 

wisdom and cultural capital to 

advance the revival of business, 

arts, and education currently un-

derway in the city. Needless to 

say, an event of this magnitude 

cannot be executed without a fair 

amount of labor, organization, 

planning, and token last-minute 

panicking. All of the necessary 

components (including invitations, 

marketing efforts, parking, food, 

brochures, décor, signage, and 

more) had to be coordinated 

seamlessly and efficiently in order 

to ensure a smooth flow of events 

and a flawless and holistic appear-

ance for participants. Feedback 

regarding the event was tremen-

dously positive; students were 

thrilled with the variety of vendors, 

which included representatives 

from the four major disciplines of 

Tourism, Hospitality, Sport, and 

Recreation, and vendors were 
impressed with the degree of pro-

fessionalism and enthusiasm exhib-

ited by Temple students. Senior 

Seminar Section Two students 

were ecstatic and relieved at the 

culmination of Career Day, and 

took ample time to reflect on its 

success and to identify possible 

areas of improvement for future 

classes. STHMõs 18th Annual Ca-

reer Day proved an invaluable 

experience for everyone involved 

in the planning, organizing, and 

executing of it, and hopefully set a 

high precedent for future Career 

Days to come. 

T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

Student Poll:  
Question: Reflect on  

Senior Seminar. 

 

 
òSenior Seminar taught me 

that I'm capable of more 

than I thought-- that I can 

think harder and better, do 

more, say more, and be 

more to others and to 

myself. I learned that only 

my own inhibitions can 

stop my success, and I feel 

empowered to learn more 

about the world's society 

and become an important 

part of it by overcoming 

every challenge my intern-

ship might present, and by 

continuing after graduation 

to be active and interested 

in as much of the world as I 

can be.ó 

- Nicola Gleason 
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